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-77ie MAIUNG DATE of this communication appears on the coyer sheet tieneath the conespondmce aMess- 
Period fdrR ply 


A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM THE MAIUNG DATE 

OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). In no event, hovvever, a reply be timely filed after SIX MONTHS 
from tfie mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a ^ 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, such period shaD, by default, expire SIX (Q MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply vvill, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely, may reduce any eamed patent 
term adjustment See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on ^ 

□ This action is FINAL. 


□ Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fomial matters, prosecution as to the merits is closed In 
accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 11 ; 453 O.G. 21 3. 


Disposition of Claims 

10^laim(s) 


is/are pending In the application. 


Of the atx)ve claim(s) _ is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

□ Claim(s)_ ■■ Is/axe allowed. 

[y6laim(s) 11- n 9 n _ is/are rejected. 

t/ciaim(s) L-fl^ 1^ '2X> objected to. 

□ Claim(s) .. _ are subject to restriction or election 

Application Papers requirement 

□ The proposed drawing correction, filed on is □ approved □ disapproved. 

□ The drawing(s) filed on is^are objected to by the Examiner 

CSnTie specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Pri nty under 35 U.S.C. § 119 (a)-(d) 
E Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 (^d). 
□ All I^^me* □ None of the: 

□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

I0^pies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received 

In this national stage application from the intematlonal Bureiau (POT Rule 17.2(€0) 
*Certlfied copies not received: Wifb <L^p^ a^i^ oj fflL)yK>^ ^^ 

Atta hment(s) 

□ Infbmiatlon Disclosure Statement(s), PTO-1449, Paper No(s). □ Interview Summary, PTO-413 

Ifi^otlce of ReferenceCs) Cited, PT0^2 □ Notice of Infomial Patent Application, PTO-152 

Q Notice of Draftsperson's Pat nt Drawing RevI w, PTO'^948 □ Other 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

This application does not contain an abstract of the disclosure as required by 37 
CFR 1 .72(b). An abstract on a separate sheet Is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
fomi the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Suk. 

There is disclosed in Suk a pressure cooker, comprising: a cooking pot having an 
open end through which food articles are introduced, the cooking pot being formed with 
a plurality of circumferential ly spaced locking flanges 9 extending radially inwardly; and 
a lid 7 removably attachable over the open end of the cooking pot, the lid being formed 
with a plurality of circumferentially spaced locking flanges 6 extending radially outwardly 
around its outer periphery. 

Claims 12-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Sebillotte. 

There is disclosed in Sebillotte a pressure cooker, comprising: a cooking pot 
having an open end; a lid 2 removably attachable over the open end of the post and 
lockable thereto; a gripping handle 5 fixed to the lid; a gripping handle 6 fixed to the 
cooking pot; a venting valve 9 movable between and open and closed position; and a 
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safety interlock 1 1 , 12, 1 5, 21 within the gripping handle of the lid permitting rotation of 
the lid from on of its positions to the other only when the valve is in the open position 
and permitting movement of the valve from its open position to closed position only 
when the lid is in its locking position. 

Claim 16 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Beluzzi. 

There is disclosed in Beluzzi a pressure cooker, comprising: a cooking pot; a lid; 
opposed gripping handles on the lid; and opposed gripping handles on the cooking pot; 
wherein a user is able to grasp by two hands one handle of the lid and one handle of 
the pot and to rotate the lid. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 17 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Beluzzi in view of Elexpuru. 

Elexpuru discloses the use of a pressure release valve in the handle of a 
pressure cooker lid, the valve having a manually operated weight 1 1. It would have 
been obvious to one skilled in the art to substitute the pressure release valve of Beluzzi 
with that taught by Elexpuru, in order to allow manually actuation of the valve. 

Allowable Subject Matter 
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Claims 2-11,18 and 20 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 


The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The patent to Javier is cited for its disclosure of the state of the 
art. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Reginald L. Alexander whose telephone number is 703- 
308-1 594. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Milton Cano can be reached on 703-308-3959. The fax phone numbers for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-305-7718 for 
regular communications and 703-305-3599 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308- 
0661. 


Conclusion 


ria 

May 5, 2003 


Reginald L. Alexander 
Primary Examiner 



